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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive sup-
port to our clients.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice 
and the creators assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though 
links you will find in it. Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relation-
ship. It is intended only as an introduction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it 
be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied 
material. You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content.

Maritime

• Counter piracy 

• ISPS services

• Training

• Dispute Resolution - Arundel Resolution 

Risk Consulting

• Due Diligence

• Risk management

• Crisis management

• EOD Services

• Training

Technical Yacht Security 

• Cyber Assurance Services

• System Design, Installation and Maintenance

• Bespoke Access & Oversight Capabilities

• Vessel Wide Risk System Integration

• Project Survey and Audits

• Technical Consultancy

• Cyber Risk Consultancy

• TSCM Sweeping Services

• Comms Vulnerability Assessments 

Physical and Asset Protection 

• Close Protection

• Residential Security

• Security Chauffeurs

• Events and Clubs

• Training

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.arundelresolution.com/
http://mast-security.com/en/services/cyber-assurance-services/
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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels 
and personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil 
conflict are directly impacting on maritime opera-
tions; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering 
first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of prod-
ucts and services, including; political and economic 
risk analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, 
vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and 
travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service 
pertaining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

Issue 104 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict af-
fected coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents 
affecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, 
focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
Six suspected Somali pirates have been transferred to the Seychelles following their arrest for at-
tacks earlier this month off southern Somalia, a Seychelles prisons official said on Thursday 23rd. The 
suspects arrived on Thursday morning at the port of Victoria, capital of the Indian Ocean archipelago 
nation, said Raymond St Ange, acting commissioner of Montagne Posee prison.

Incidents: 
1. MV attacked by five skiffs at 2030 UTC in position 24:51N - 
058:33E, around 45nm South of Iranian coast, Gulf of Oman. 
Skiffs carried out dangerous manoeuvres in close proximity to 
the vessel, fired shots and attempted to board. Vessel Safe. Re-
ported (UKMTO) 22nd Nov. (Not shown on map)

2. MV reported coming under attack by 4 skiffs w/ armed POB 
at 1940 UTC in position 14;08.7N - 048:57.3E, around 26nm SSW 
of Al Mukalla Port, Yemen, Gulf of Aden. Incident compete. 
Vessel and crew Safe. Reported (UKMTO) 21st Nov. 

Indian Navy ship helps vessel from Cyprus in Gulf of Oman
An Indian Navy ship has helped a vessel from Cyprus with 27 
Indian crew members onboard, after it was chased by three 
skiffs 70 nautical miles off Muscat. Navy spokesperson Captain 
D K Sharma said Indian Navy ship (INS) Trikand rescued MV 
Kamlesh after it was chased by the skiffs at around 0230 hours 
on Nov. 23rd.

EUNVFOR Offers Appreciation for Seychelles’ Role in Piracy 
Fight
The support of Seychelles is crucial in deterring future pirate 

attacks in the region, said a top official of the European Union 
Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) delegation during a meeting with 
the President of Seychelles on Friday 24th. The delegation 
made up of Rear Admiral Fabio Gregori, other EU NAVFOR of-
ficials and the Italian Consul Claudio Izzi, met with President 
Danny Faure at the State House in Victoria.

Iran Naval Forces Repel Pirate Attack On Merchant Vessel
Iranian naval forces claim to have repelled pirates who were 
attacking one of the country’s merchant vessels in the Gulf of 
Aden. Iran’s 48th naval fleet, comprised of Alvand destroyer 
and Lavan logistic warship, rescued the Iranian ship from an 
attack by pirates in the south of Ras Sharbitat region in Oman 
on Sunday 26th.

Crew released from Indian jail
The crew of the Seaman Guard Ohio, held in India for four years 
on weapons charges, have been acquitted and released from 
prison, media reports stated on Monday 27th.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://mast-security.com/i/Downloads/MAST_Intrep_missile_attack_on%20coalition_warship.pdf
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Somalia
Somalia’s government said on Wednesday 22nd that it had requested a U.S. air strike that killed scores 
of suspected militants to help pave the way for an upcoming ground offensive against Islamist group 
Al Shabaab. The U.S. military’s Africa Command (Africom) said on Tuesday 21st it had killed more than 
100 of the al Qaeda-linked insurgents in the strike on a camp 125 miles (200 km) northwest of the 
capital Mogadishu.

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

10,000 Somali refugees flee to Mogadishu
Fighting has forced more than 10,000 Somalis to flee their 
homes and seek safety in the capital, Mogadishu, during No-
vember, the Norwegian Refugee Council has said. Those run-
ning from the recent upsurge in violence in the country’s Mid-
dle and Lower Shabelle region has put even more pressure on 
the already overstretched refugee camps.

Work Starts On New UAE Naval Base In Somaliland
Divers Marine Contracting has started construction of a Unit-
ed Arab Emirates naval base in a semi-autonomous region of 
northern Somalia. The facility, being built near the regional port 
of Berbera, is expected to be completed by June 2018, he said.

KDF destroys six Shabaab camps in Lamu’s Boni Forest
The Kenya Defence Forces has destroyed six Al Shabaab (AS)  
transit camps in the Boni Forest in Lamu County. “They were 
camps formed by the terrorists as they planned to conduct 
attacks in various parts of Lamu,” said Boni Enclave Cam-
paign director Joseph Kanyiri. An undisclosed number of AS  

terrorists were killed during the operation.

Three killed in fighting near Barawe city
At least 3 people were killed and seven others wounded af-
ter heavy fighting broke out between the Somali army and Al 
Shabaab near Barawe city on Thursday 23rd, Garowe Online 
reports.  Aden Omar, the commissioner of Barawe in Somalia’s 
southern Lower Shabelle region, told GO over the phone that 
the fighting began after Al Shabaab fighters attacked a Somali 
national army and AU base.

Kenyan al Shabaab recruits fleeing US airstrikes in Somalia
Kenyan recruits have fled Somalia following sustained US 
airstrikes against Al Shabaab terrorists, military sources con-
firmed on Friday 24th. The recruits have been accused of spy-
ing for the US and others targeting the militants’ camps in So-
malia.

Analysis
Al Shabaab continues to mount operations against civilian and 
military targets in Somalia, seizing military bases and equipment 
before being driven off by AMISOM forces, despite combined ac-
tion against them from Somali, African Union and US forces.  
Threat Assessment
Somalia held Presidential elections in February 2017. After a 
peaceful transition of power, Somalia continues to face familiar 
problems. Al Shabaab frequently ambushes AMISOM and local 
security forces denying any significant process to the shaping of 
a stable country which is vital before Somalia can tackle humani-
tarian and economic issues. Somalia is recovering from a severe 
drought which led to widespread famine with an identified 2.9 
million people facing food insecurity. Youth unemployment in 
Somalia has not improved with 67% of Somali male youths aged 
between 14 to 29 unemployed. Pirate financiers offer lucrative 
and attractive opportunities, and were seen to be increasingly 
active in the last inter-monsoon period. Somalia continues to be 
a permissive location for kidnap and ransom piracy operations. 
Somalia has both an EU and UN arms embargo in place under 
UNSCR Resolution 2317 in place until November 2017, which will 
likely be extended. The ongoing threat to shipping in the region 
has been made clear by the military bodies which monitor the 
region. A lack of adherence to BMP4 protocol, particularly not 
maintaining a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to 
shipping. BMP4 advises: “non-Somali fishing vessels should avoid 
operating or transiting within 200nm of the coast of Somalia, irre-
spective of whether or not they have been issued with license to 
do so”. Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the same dis-
tance from the coast, particularly ensuring that the Socotra Gap 
isn’t taken. All vessels are advised to update risk assessments 
and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian 
Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/


 6

Control of Yemen territory (November 27th 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
A UN aid ship carrying food supplies has been allowed to dock at a rebel-held port in Yemen, after the 
Saudi-led coalition eased a blockade that has lasted for nearly three weeks. The blockade worsened 
the plight of millions at risk of starvation. Planes carrying medical supplies were allowed to land in the 
capital, Sanaa, on Saturday but this is the first shipment of food aid to be let in, the BBC reported on 
26th Nov. 

10 al Qaeda suspects killed in Yemen drone strikes
Ten suspected al Qaeda members in southern Yemen were 
killed in drone strikes over the weekend, government officials 
said Monday 27th, as raids targeting the radical group intensify. 
The United States is the only force known to operate armed 
drones over war-torn Yemen, where thousands have died in 
the conflict and millions now face famine.

Threat Assessment 
Bordering the southern Red Sea and the GoA, Yemen’s civil 
war shows no sign of abating. At present, neither side has the 
military superiority to reunite the country under a single gover 
nment. The front lines have remained relatively stable for the 
last few months, but no political solution has been agreed 
upon, despite UN led negotiations. The resultant humanitar-
ian crisis in Yemen is severe and deepening with 14.1 million 
people identified by the UN as currently at risk from extreme 
hunger and famine.
Not entirely surprisingly given that the Saudi led coalition re 
supplies its military operations from the sea, the conflict has 
spilt into the maritime domain. The main protagonists have 
been the Houthi rebels and they have been remarkably suc-
cessful at targeting warships and auxiliary vessels with missiles, 
anti-tank rockets and remotely controlled boats laden with  
explosives. While it is possible that a commercial vessel could 
fall victim to poor targeting the most worrying development is 
the deployment of sea mines by the Houthis in the entrances 
to harbours. We believe these have been locally manufac-
tured and the clear and present danger is that any that are not 
identified and removed by the Saudi forces will in time break 
free from their moorings and drift. While there is little cause 
for concern right now, this is something we will be watching 

closely for in the coming months.
The terrorist threat, likely to be led by AQAP, has been dem-
onstrated against LNGC Galicia Spirit in October 2016 and MT 
Muskie in May 2017. Both were attempted but failed attacks 
which occurred in the BAM and were against fuel laden ves-
sels. The intent of the attacks was to detonate a bomb either 
on or alongside the target vessel in order to cause a spec-
tacular and/or considerable environmental damage which 
would detrimentally affect navigation through the strait. Offi-
cial reports on the Galicia Spirit detail evidence of attempted 
boarding and substantial damage to the hull and superstruc-
ture of the vessel. The bomb detonated prematurely and was 
supported by RPG and small arms fire. Similarly, the second 
attempt on the MT Muskie failed. It is feasible that a similar at-
tack will be attempted in the future.
Advice from the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), recom-
mends that merchant traffic transiting the Gulf of Aden to the 
Red Sea are advised to pass through the area between 44 00 
East in the Gulf of Aden and 13 00 N in the Southern Red Sea 
during the hours of darkness and exit the Traffic Separation 
Scheme to the West of the Hanish Islands in daylight hours. 
The frequency of these incidents, where vessels are ap-
proached and in some cases attacked by armed men in small 
boats, indicates that the threat assessment remains ‘Substan-
tial’ – an attack is a strong possibility. The recent threat by Hou-
tis to target oil tankers should not be ignored by CSOs and 
Masters. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. 

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the re-
quest of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to 
any port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need 
to apply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Port Ash Shihr: Fully operational. 

Port Saleef: Fully operational.   

Port Hudaydah: Fully operational.  

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’. 

Port Al Mukalla: Fully operational.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth 
at Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and 
Yemeni government. 

Yemen Ports
A UN aid ship carrying food supplies has been allowed to dock at a rebel-held port in Yemen, after 
the Saudi-led coalition eased a blockade that has lasted for nearly three weeks. The UN ship, loaded 
with thousands of tonnes of desperately-needed wheat, has arrived at the port of Saleef. It is car-
rying enough food to feed 1.8m people in northern Yemen for a month, World Food Programme 
country director Stephen Anderson told the BBC on 26th Nov.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

http://www.vimye.org/
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Mediterranean 
More than 33,000 migrants have died at sea trying to reach European shores since 2000, making the 
Mediterranean “by far the world’s deadliest border”, the United Nations migration agency said on Fri-
day 24th. After record arrivals from 2014 to 2016, the European Union’s deal with Turkey to stop arrivals 
to Greece and blocks on migrants inside Libya and off its coast have greatly reduced the flow, the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) said.

EUBAM, Libya review border security in the country
The Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) and EU 
Border Assistance Mission in Libya (EUBAM) discussed on 
Sunday the country’s border security. According to the me-
dia office of the GNA’s Prime Minister, Fayez Al-Serraj, the PM 
met with EUBAM delegation in Tripoli and discussed coop-
eration between Libya and EU against terrorism and illegal 
immigration.

31 bodies recovered after migrant boat sinks off Libya
At least 31 migrants died after their boat sank off Libya’s west-
ern coast on Saturday 25th and some 200 others were picked 
up by the coastguard to be brought back to port in Tripoli, of-
ficials said. The migrants were in two boats off the coast near 
Garabulli, east of Tripoli, one of which had already sunk when 
the coastguard arrived at the scene, said Abu Ajala Amer Ab-
delbari, a coast guard commander.

Around 1,500 Migrants have been Rescued in Three Days
A total of about 1,500 migrants have been rescued in a dozen 
operations conducted in the last three days in international 
waters, not far from Libya. A woman was found dead on a de-
serted vessel during a rescue operation by sea, east of Libya, 
the organization SOS Meditation reported on Friday 24th.

EU warned it is ill-prepared for African migration rush
The Financial Times reports that the European Parliament 
president has warned that population growth in Africa could 
push millions of people towards Europe in the coming dec-
ades, in a sign of wider fears over the EU’s migration strategy.
Antonio Tajani called for a “Marshall plan” for Africa to replace 
EU and national government initiatives in an effort to give 
people more reasons to stay in their home countries.

The current migrant smuggling situation

An increase in the number of migrant crossings in the last 10 
days has illustrated that despite the alleged deal between Italy 
and militia groups like Amu brigade in the Sabratha region, led 
by Abu Dabbashi, is not as robust as they had hoped.  
While the spotlight is currently on fuel smuggling between Lib-
ya and Malta, people smugglers (long the bain of fuel smug-
gling gangs) appear to have returned to work. As sea states 
worsen, it is likely the number of crossings will fall once more 
while the risk to life increases. The move by the EU and Libya to 
strengthen the country’s borders will pay dividends but those 
may not become apparent until 2018, given the number of mi-
grants currently waiting to cross the Mediterranean. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (Nov. 28th 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Libya
The New Arab has reported that a number of Egyptian military officers had arrived in Derna’s Lemlo-
deh military base along with the officers of the forces led by Khalifa Haftar – the commander of the 
self-styled army in east Libya – in preparation of an upcoming attack on Derna. The attack, the New 
Arab website reported from close sources to Haftar, will aim at seizing the control of the city and get-
ting rid of the Derna Shura Council fighters.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Fire at Libya’s al-Ghani oilfield
A fire broke out at Libya’s closed al-Ghani oilfield after thieves 
cut a pipe with an electrical saw, a worker at the field said on 
Friday 24th. Al-Ghani is operated by Harouge Oil Operations 
and was producing about 40,000 barrels per day (bpd) before 
Islamist militants attacked in March 2015, abducting and killing 
foreign workers.

Analysis
With oil production relatively stable, the National Oil Company 
(NOC) has announced plans to open a US office in the hope 
that oil reconstruction contracts can be secured. The head of 
the NOC stated that they and partner companies expect to 
spend $20 billion over three years, rebuilding inrastructure. 
News that the Eastern House of Representatives (HoR) gov-
ernment believes that a unity deal could be in place by the 
end of the year is positive, although the sticking point will be 
whether the rival Government of National Accord will agree to 
allowing former regime figures such as Field Marshal Haftar to 
stand in elections. 

Oil production in Libya remains stable, although output will 
drop as the Ubai gas-fired power station will initially use up to 
50,000bpd when it comes online.

The risk to shipping remains, with Libyan Navy and CG ele-
ments clearly happy to open fire on merchant traffic they be-
lieve to be involved in smuggling. 

The crackdown on fuel smuggling to Malta and Italy highlights 
just how lucrative the trade is. It is likely that as weather con-
ditions worsen, making migrant operations less viable, Libyan 

militias will return to this as a source of revenue. 
Ports currently operational in Libya are: Benghazi, Zawiyah, 
Tripoli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El 
Hariga. Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
Ongoing issues with terminal safety remain an issue for the 
National Oil Company and Haftar’s forces who control the oil 
crescent. This situation is unlikely to change in the near future, 
particularly with the current militia fighting around Sabratha 
and Melittah and potential to spill over into oil pipeline attacks. 
The incident involving the Libyan Coast Guard and a tanker 
suspected of invovlement in fuel smuggling once again un-
derlines the extremely dangerous nature of Libyan waters and 
vessels should ensure they have the correct permission from 
the appropriate authority before entering. At the time of this 
report, at least one vessel remains under arrest for illegal fish-
ing and tanker traffic is likely to be questioned by the Navy or 
Coast Guard upon entering Liyba’s TTW. The NGO/migrant 
exclusion zone remains in effect, although the reduction in mi-
grant numbers attempting to cross from Libya has seen sev-
eral NGOs downscale rescue missions in response. 

The majority of vessels calling at Libyan ports are trouble free, 
however there is scope for vessels to encounter local issues.  It 
is advised that before visiting a risk assessment is conducted 
on the area of operation and the fast moving political and mili-
tary situations monitored closely.

MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The ad-
ditional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (Nov. 27th 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian Federal Government and other member-countries of the Gulf of Guinea Commission 
(GGC) have renewed their efforts to tackle the enormous challenges facing the Gulf of Guinea such 
as oil theft, sea piracy, human trafficking, drug trafficking, armed robbery and other illicit activities in 
the Gulf of Guinea. Nigeria’s Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, who was elected the new chairman of the 
GGC, gave this indication while making his remarks during the 4th Assembly of the Heads of States 
and Government of the member countries of the GGC in Abuja on Thursday 23rd.

Incidents:  
1. A speed boat approached and chased a container ship un-
derway at 0231 UTC in position 03:17.5N - 006:52.5E, around 
66nm SSW of Bonny Island, Nigeria. Alarm raised, evasive 
manoeuvres commenced, SSAS activated, local authorities 
notified and crew mustered in the citadel. A Nigerian navy 
vessel was dispatched to assist the container ship, however 
after around 20 minutes, the speed boat, w/ 3 POB, aborted 
the chase and moved away. Vessel and crew safe. Reported 
(MDAT/IMB) 22nd Nov. 

2. While at anchor, duty officer onboard a bulk carrier observed 
a boat approaching from astern towards the vessel at 2120 
UTC in position 05:13N - 004:03.6W, Adbidjan anchorage, Côte 
d’Ivoire. Alarm raised and all crew mustered on bridge. The 
boat came alongside and moved slowly towards mid ship and 
finally stayed alongside near the bow. Around 13 to 15 persons 
were sighted on the boat. Port control was notified. Due to a 
passing squall and heavy rain, the boat moved away from the 
bow but maintained her position around 20-30 metres from 
the vessel. After around 30 minutes, the boat moved away 
from the vessel. Reported (MDAT) 21st Nov. 

3. Ten robbers in two boats attempted to board a product  

tanker at 0050 UTC in position 06:18.3N - 003:10.5E, Lagos an-
chorage, Nigeria. Duty crew noticed the robbers and raised 
the alarm. Seeing the alert crew, the robbers, attempting to 
board using hooked ropes, aborted the attempt. Incident re-
port to local agent.. Reported (MDAT/IMB) 21st Nov. 

Nigerian Navy receives 20 patrol boats
The Nigerian Navy has taken delivery of 20 patrol boats that 
will be deployed on maritime security and counter-terrorism 
operations in Delta State south of the country. The consign-
ment included 16 locally refurbished Epenal boats and four 
Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats (RIBS) of undefined make that were 
imported from South Africa. 

MAST provides escort vessels in partnership with trusted Ni-
gerian partnered MoU holding companies.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here.
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South East Asia
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) in Putrajaya confirmed that a vessel owned by a lo-
cal company carrying about 3,700 tonnes of palm oil worth about RM18.5 million (USD4.5 million), had 
been hijacked in the waters somewhere near Singkawang, Indonesia. The barge, Ever Omega, along 
with tugboat Ever Prosper, were sailing from Bintulu to Penang when it was hijacked by a group of 
machete-wielding pirates on Wednesday 22nd.

Incidents: 
1. During routine rounds, duty crew onboard an anchored 
product tanker noticed two damaged padlocks and raised 
the alarm between 1700 – 2100 UTC in position 01:25.4N – 
104:41.4E, around 13nm NNE of Tanjung Berakit, Pulau Bintan, 
Indonesia. Crew mustered and a search was carried out. Noth-
ing reported stolen. Authorities informed. Reported (IMB) 26th 
Nov.    

2. An unlit boat approached a bulk carrier underway and came 
alongside the STBD quarter at 1930 UTC in position 01:02.4N – 
103:39.2E, around 6nm South of Pulau Nipah, Indonesia. Crew 
on deck watch noticed the boat and informed the duty officer. 
Deck lights and search lights switched on and directed to-
wards the boat. Duty officer noticed around eight robbers in 
the boat. A ladder was seen hooked onto the ships rail. Alarm 
raised and crew mustered. Seeing the alerted crew the rob-
bers unhooked the ladder and moved away. VTIS informed. 
Once the vessel arrived at the anchorage, the Singapore Coast 
Guard boarded the vessel for investigation. Reported (IMB) 
20th Nov. 

Military enlists Sulu officials’ help to rescue hostages
The military intensified its focused military operations aimed at 
recovering remaining hostages from the Abu Sayyaf group by 
integrating the serious participation of local government units 

in Sulu, officials said. Rear Admiral Rene Medina, commander 
of the Naval Forces Western Mindanao, expressed optimism 
on the rescue operations after eight victims, three Vietnamese 
and five Filipinos, were freed within this month.

Philippine Navy arrests 6 armed men believed to be ASG 
members
The Philippine Navy through the Naval Forces Western Mind-
anao apprehended on Monday 20th, six armed men believed 
to be members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) off Bolod Island 
in Banguingui, Sulu. Naval Forces Western Mindanao, Rear 
Adm. Rene V Medina said a member of Special CAFGU (Citi-
zen Armed Force Geographical Unit) Active Auxiliary (SCAA) of 
NFWM reported that the FB Nancy 888, a commercial fish-
ing vessel under Nancy Fishing Company, was being harassed 
and chased by an unidentified armed group.

MMEA coordinating air surveillance can boost security
The appointment of the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA) as the leading agency for coordination of air 
surveillance activities over the country’s waters would boost 
safeguarding of the east coast waters from foreign fishermen, 
MMEA Eastern Region commander Zulkarnain Mohd Omar has 
said.

To see MAST’s services in the region, please click here.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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Central and South America 
Nothing significant to report. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. 

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Mete-
orological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report.
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