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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

3rd May 2017

Issue 74 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
A ceremony was held on Tuesday May 2nd marking the departure of the 24th contingent of the Cheong-
hae Unit for Somali waters. The ceremony was hosted by Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Um Hyun-
seong at the Navy’s Fleet Command Headquarters in Busan with Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Jung 
Jin-sub, EU Ambassador to South Korea, Michael Reiterer, and the families of the dispatched forces in 
attendance.

Incidents:
1. MV approached by five Skiffs with 5 POB in each Skiff at 1300 
UTC in position 12:08N - 044:16E, around 57nm SW of Aden, 
Yemen - Gulf of Aden. Four skiffs approached to port at 25kts 
and other skiff approached to starboard; starboard side skiff 
closed to 0.2nm. AST fired warning shots at starboard Skiff at 
which point all 5 skiffs turned away. Vessel and crew safe. Re-
ported May 1st (UKMTO).

2. Suspicious group of 3/4 skiffs, green and white hulls w/ 4/5 
POB have been sighted in position 12:26.8N - 043:50.7E, around 
12nm off Yemen coast, entrance of Ba el Mandeb Strait. Mari-
ners are advised to exercise caution whilst transiting this area. 
Reported May 2nd (UKMTO).

3. Suspicious group of 9 black and white-hulled skiffs with 3 
POB in each sighted in position 13:10.97N - 049:18.89E, around 
82nm SxE of Al Mukalla, Yemen (in IRTC). Skiffs surrounded the 
MV to a distance of 0.6nm. MV fired 2 warning shots and the 
skiffs moved away. Reported May 3rd (UKMTO).

Piracy was never eradicated from Somali waters: Experts
Experts have told Anadolu Agency that while recent media re-
ports talk about a resurgence of piracy off the coast of Soma-
lia, it had never truly disappeared. “I would argue that piracy 
never went away. Despite the clear reduction, many incidents 
of attempted hijackings have gone unreported,” Ahmed Soliman 
a researcher on the Horn of Africa at the U.K.-based Chatham 
House told Anadolu Agency.

Pirate receives life sentence from US court
Mohamed Farah, 31, and five other pirates shot at the USS Ash-
land, in April 2010 in the Gulf of Aden. The ship returned fire, 
destroying the pirates’ skiff, and arrested the six men. Farah’s 
five co-conspirators have already been sentenced to a range of 
prison terms, from 15 years to life imprisonment, according to a 
Department of Justice statement.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s Threat Assessment on the Indian Ocean Region 
(updated on May 3rd), please click here.

Hijack

Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 
Theft 

1st December 2015 HRA limits

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

1
2

3

http://mast-security.com/en/services/counter-piracy/indian-ocean/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/


 3

Somalia
Al Shabaab fighters ambushed a convoy of Ethiopian troops serving the UN-mandated African Union 
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) in Lower Shabelle region on Monday 1st. The convoy came under attack 
on a road near the southern village of Leego, as it travelled to Burhakabo town in Baay region. The attack 
began with an IED blast, and was followed by heavy exchange of gunfire between the militants and the 
AMISOM soldiers. There was no immediate confirmation of the casualties.

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

Gunmen kill Intelligence officer in Mogadishu 
Gunmen believed to be linked to Al Shabaab group shot dead a 
senior intelligence officer in the capital Mogadishu on Thursday 
27th, Garowe Online reported.

Germany pledges $76m in aid
Germany says it will double the $76m it has already pledged to 
help Somalia cope with the severe drought and hunger that is 
threatening millions in the country. China has also pledged $10 
million in aid. 

Amnesty International demands Puntland halts executions
On April 28th, Amnesty called on Puntland to immediately halt 
plans to execute two boys sentenced to death in February for 
their alleged role in Al Shabaab’s killing of three administration 
officials. 

Five Al Shabaab suspects nabbed with explosives in Somalia
Somalia’s security forces have arrested five Al Shabaab suspects 
and seized a vehicle laden with explosives in the northern port 

town of Bosasso, officials said on Wednesday 26th.

Roadside blast kills three Somali soldiers near Kismayo town
Three Somali soldiers were killed and four others injured on 
Thursday 27th in a landmine explosion at Janay Abdala near Kis-
mayo town in southern Somalia. 

Al Shabaab
• Al Shabaab militants attacked an African Union Mission in So-
malia (AMISOM) base near the KM-50 area in Lower Shabelle 
region on May 2. Al Shabaab militants opened fire on the base 
with rocket propelled grenades and machine guns. AMISOM 
forces repulsed the attack and killed at least six al Shabaab mili-
tants.
• AS militants are believed responsible for the murder of elec-
toral college delegate and tribal elder, Mohamed Guray, in Gal-
kayo on April 27th.
• AS attacked a barracks in Wajid district on Arpil 30th. At least 
five AS members and five soldiers died during the gun battle. 

Analysis
Despite an increased presence from US forces sent to advise 
and train the Somali military, Al Shabaab continues to operate 
and launch significant attacks against AMISOM and Somali Na-
tional Army assets. The cat and mouse game of taking and ced-
ing territory held by AMISOM remains a feature of the conflict, 
with Al Shabaab regularly fleeing areas before military forces 
arrive. 
Threat Assessment
Pirate attacks off Somalia and suspicious approaches in the 
mouth of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait continue to be a cause for 
concern. Reports that two pirates were shot and killed by ‘for-
eign naval forces’ in mid-April remain unconfirmed by agen-
cies, but the message that attempted hijackings will be met 
with force will certainly have filtered back to the pirate gangs 
in the region. 
The capture by Chinese PLA Navy forces of pirate leader Aw 
Koombe and two of his men during the attempted hijacking of 
the OS 35 have been confirmed and the suggestion is that the 
men will be returned to Somalia for trial. The ongoing threat 
to shipping in the region has been made clear by the military 
bodies which monitor the region. A lack of adherence to BMP4 
protocol, particularly not maintaining a safe distance off the 
coast, has increased risks to shipping.  Merchant vessels would 
be wise to maintain the same distance from the coast, particu-
larly ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are 
advised to update risk assessments and register with UKMTO/
MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Control of Yemen territory (2nd May 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
A new round of peace talks between Yemen’s warring sides should begin by the end of May, the UN 
mediator said Wednesday 26th, as alarm grows over the country’s humanitarian crisis. UN special envoy 
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed told AFP that negotiations were underway to stave off a potential military 
attack on the vital Red Sea port of Hodeidah, in what he hoped would be a first step towards a ceasefire.

Alarm grows in Washington over possible attack on Hodeidah
A bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers urged Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis on Tuesday 2nd to reconsider his support for a seem-
ingly imminent assault by a Saudi-led coalition on the crucial 
port city of Hodeida.

Saudi land push in Yemen would cause heavy casualties
Saudi Arabia could launch a land offensive in Yemen against 
Iranian-aligned Houthi forces but the cost in casualties would 
be heavy on both sides, the kingdom’s powerful deputy crown 
prince said on Tuesday 2nd.

Suicide attack foiled in Aden
Two militants wearing southern Yemeni military uniforms at-
tempted to conduct a suicide vest (SVEST) attack on a military 
base in al Mansoura district, Aden city, southern Yemen, on 
April 28th. Security personnel killed one of the attackers. The 
second bomber fled the area.

AQAP/ISIS
• AQAP killed 30 Houthi rebels in an attack on a Houthi position  
in Zahir on April 27th.
• ISIS claimed an attack on al Houthi-Saleh forces in central 
Yemen on April 29th.

Threat Assessment 
To date, Houthi maritime attacks have used directed weapons 
systems such as radar guided missiles and a Command Line 
of Sight remote control vessel. Sea mines present an indis-
criminate threat, as a Yemen Coast Guard vessel discovered on 

March 10th when it struck one, killing two crew.  It is unknown 
whether the mines are moored or grounded as is the method 
of detonation. Sea mines can be subject to free movement if 
cut or poorly secured. As issued in the  UKMTO Advisory Notice 
001/FEB/2017, Masters should consider increasing vigilance, 
maintain the furthest possible distance from the Yemen coast, 
transit the Bab el-Mandeb Strait during daylight hours and use 
the western TSS wherever possible.
The sophistication of the remote controlled speed boat which 
successfully targeted a Saudi Frigate on January 30th demon-
strates a high likelihood that the Iranians are sponsoring inno-
vative Asymmetric methods to challenge the Saudi-led block-
ade operating in the Southern Red Sea. Approaches against 
merchant vessels by small, fast boats containing armed men 
indicate that the threat to shipping remains high; the motiva-
tion of these actors is not known - they may be AQAP or Houthi 
affiliates – although the incident involving the Galicia Spirit in 
2016 should be taken as a significant warning of the possible 
outcome of allowing a small craft to approach a MV unchal-
lenged. The series of recent incidents confirm that the Gulf of 
Aden remains high risk. The threatened attack on Hodeidah 
port by coalition forces is now being debated by the US admin-
istration, which could apply pressure on the Saudi coalition to 
seek a diplomatic solution. MAST recommends BMP measures 
be enforced and watches strengthened during transits in the 
region. In the Gulf of Aden, MAST’s advice is to steer clear of 
al Mukallah and remain in the IRTC, where warship protection 
is more likely. Attacks off Al Mukallah in 2016 and recent activ-
ity indicate that the risk to merchant shipping from threat ele-
ments within Yemen remains high.

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Curfew in effect for Aden, 2000-0600 daily.  

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Aden is the only port in Yemen currently able to facilitate container vessels.  The container terminal has recently increased it’s 
capacity. WFP note that eight vessels were discharging at berth with 5 waiting at anchorage.

Port Salif: Capacity 2 berths.  Operating at capacity.   

Port Hudaydah: 

 • Capacity 8 berths. 

 • Only 1 of 5 shore based cranes in partial operation, container vessels highly recommended to have their own internal cranes. 

 • RSNF is utilizing a holding area 60 NM west of the port of Hudaydah for all vessels attempting entry into Salif or Hudaydah. 
Inbound vessels should plan on holding within this area prior to receiving clearance from port control warships. 

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’ (North of England P&I, Jan. 12th 2017).

Port Al Mukalla: Capacity 2 berths. Al Mukalla port was liberated on the 23/24 April by the Saudi-led coalition and southern 
resistance.  Port officials have advised that port operations resumed on the 26th April.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
The United Nations has again expressed its concern over a potential attack by Saudi-led coalition forces 
on the port of Hodeidah. “The U.N. is concerned about the humanitarian repercussions of such an attack 
in terms of inflaming the humanitarian crisis even further, let alone our concerns about loss of civilian 
life were there to be a large-scale attack on port,” U.N. human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad told a news confer-
ence in Geneva on  May 1st.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Mediterranean 
The highest reaches of the Italian government are currently split over accusations that charity groups 
may be “colluding” with smugglers paid to sneak migrants into Italy, even as the government takes steps 
to make it easier to return undesirable arrivals back to their home countries. Carmelo Zuccaro, chief 
prosecutor in the Sicilian city of Catania, where many migrants are processed, attracted headlines of 
Italian media in the past days when he said he had evidence that non-governmental groups working to 
help migrants were cooperating together with smugglers.

Sudanese police rescue migrants held hostage by gunmen
56 people including women and children have been rescued 
from a Sudanese trafficking gang on Sunday 30th after over a 
month in captivity on the border between Kassala and El Ge-
daref states.

Rescuers find 4 bodies, empty dinghy off Libya
The crew of the Prudence, a rescue ship chartered by medical 
charity MSF found the four corpses about 42 nautical miles 
off the coast, Medecins Sans Frontieres said on Twitter. The 
discovery followed a search all day Saturday by the Iuventa, a 
ship operated by the German NGO Jugend Rettet, which had 
searched through deep fog for a vessel in distress after receiv-
ing an alert from the Italian coastguard.

Libya Asks EU for Armed Ships and Helicopters
Libya’s UN-backed government has requested the EU to pro-
vide it with armed ships and helicopters to intercept and 
prevent migrants from making the risky journey on boats to 
cross the Mediterranean towards Europe. Libya’s request was 
marred by allegation of abuse endured by migrants on Libyan 
coast as well as a lack of strategy by the Libyan Coast guard 
regarding rescue missions.

Libya lacks plan to prevent migrants crossing Med
Libya’s UN-backed government has no clear plan to help pre-
vent more migrants reaching Europe’s shores this summer, 
European Union officials said on Thursday 27th. Libya’s newly 
trained coastguards lack a strategy on where to deploy or how 
to detect and intercept smugglers, officials told Reuters, bas-
ing their analysis on two documents prepared for EU defence 
ministers meeting in Malta.

The current migrant smuggling situation
MAST sources continue to suggest that Sabratha remains a popu-
lar migrant departure point, although clashes with fuel smuggling 
gangs remain an issue for human traffickers operating in the re-
gion.   
The Easter period in April saw large numbers of migrants attempt 
to cross from Libya. This pattern has not been repeated in the 
weeks following Easter, although several migrant boats contain-
ing deceased migrants have been found off the coast of Libya. 

The request for more maritime assets by the Libyan Coast Guard 
is causing concern with EU member states following alleged at-
tacks on migrant boats by militia claiming to be Libyan Coast 
Guard. Italian authorities continue to accuse NGO rescue mis-
sions of colluding with people smugglers. 

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (May 3rd 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC
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Libya
Libya’s coastguard has seized two foreign flagged tankers and detained their crews for allegedly smug-
gling oil after an hours-long gun battle off the coast. The coastguard spotted the vessels on the night of  
Thursday 27th about 2km off Sidi Said near Zuwara, authorities said. “The Libyan coastguard boarded 
the two tankers, one flying the Ukrainian flag, the Ruta, and the other, the Stark, flying the Congolese 
flag,” said General Ayoub Qassem.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Libya’s oil output hits 760,000 bpd, highest since 2014
Libya’s oil production has risen above 760,000 barrels per day 
(bpd), its highest since December 2014, the National Oil Cor-
poration (NOC) said on Monday 1st. Chairman Mustafa Sanalla 
said in a statement the NOC was working on plans to increase 
production further. He has previously set a goal of boosting out-
put to 1.1 million bpd by August.

Five Russian sailors detained in Libya freed
The Russian Deputy Foreign Minister, Mikhail Bogdanov said 
Wednesday 26th that five Russian sailors detained in Tripoli 
have been freed. This announcement comes after the visit of a 
Russian delegation headed by Bogdanov to Tripoli on Tuesday.
According to Bogdanov, the delegation met with political stake-
holders in Tripoli and had no contact with the Tobruk-based 
House of Representatives.

Analysis
With Haftar’s forces in control of the Oil Crescent and money 
now flowing once again, news that a diplomatic agreement has 
been reached in Rome will come as a relief to both the GNA’s 
Council of State and HoR and reports suggest that both sides are 
happy so far with the progress of talks between Field Marshal 
Haftar and the UN-backed government leader, Fayez al-Sarraj.
The flow of money from oil sales is still an issue, with the HoR 
still unhappy that funds go to the GNA in Tripoli. However, more 
recently, the two rival governments have clashed over control 
of Tamenhant airbase near Sabha, the front line between the 
GNA and LNA. 
The recent suggestion from President Trump that the US is not 
interested in engaging in Libya is seen as effectively ceding the 
future of the territory to north African countries, the EU, Russia, 

Egypt and some Gulf states. Effectively, this gives Russia a free 
hand to offer materiel support to either side, as they maintain 
an interest in securing land for their own base in the country. 
Pressure will now be felt in Brussels as the EU attempts to step 
up efforts for peace in the country. 

Ports currently operational in Libya are: Mellitah, Zawiyah, Trip-
oli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El Hariga. 
Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
News that GNA-backed naval and air assets are to be used to 
stop fuel smuggling is welcome on the face of it. However, the 
risks to vessels in Libya’s TTW is clear with two competing gov-
ernments and confusing paperwork and permissions to enter 
Libyan waters. Vessels transiting to Libya must ensure they have 
the correct authority prior to entering the country’s TTW or risk 
vessel seizure. Equally, LNA militias remain a threat to vessels 
entering Libyan waters without the correct paperwork. The 
seizure of two oil tankers accused of smuggling last week re-
flect the focus on illegal smuggling activity. The GNA has stated 
they will continue to clamp down on fuel smuggling operations, 
which continues to rival human trafficking as a revenue stream 
for militia groups and criminal gangs. 
Russia continues to offer its support to both sides involved in 
the conflict, while President Trump’s administration has yet to 
take a firm position on the country.

MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (May 2nd 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Gulf of Guinea
Armed attacks on ships in West African waters nearly doubled in 2016, with pirates increasingly focused 
on kidnapping their crew for ransom off Nigeria’s coast, a report from Oceans Beyond Piracy said on 
Tuesday May 2nd. OBP recorded 95 attacks in West Africa’s Gulf of Guinea in 2016, up from 54 the previ-
ous year. Cargo theft, primarily crude oil or marine gas oil (MGO) once the main focus of piracy in the 
region, has given way to an increase in kidnappings, with 96 crew members taken hostage compared to 
44 in 2015.

Incidents: 
1. MV reported attacked/fired upon at 0414 UTC in position 
03:50.30N - 006:45.54E, around 40nm SE of Brass, Nigeria. 
Awaiting further details. Reported April 29th (MDAT). 

2. MV was attacked/fired upon at 0640 UTC in position 03:45N 
- 007:04E, around 58nm SE of Brass, Nigeria. Four vessels ap-
proached MV and attempted to board using hooks but were 
unsuccessful. Vessel is now SAFE. Reported April 29th (MDAT).

3. MV reported boarded and hijacked at 0755 UTC in position 
03:41.30N - 006:46.55E, around 47nm SE of Brass, Nigeria. MV 
was freed by Nigerian Navy (NN). crew members reported safe. 
MV currently underway to Onne, Nigeria under escort by NN. 
Reported April 29th (MDAT). 

4. MV came under attack by two inflatable skiffs (resembling 
military SF) at 1800 UTC in position 03:47.4N - 006:44.1E, ap-
prox 42nm SE of Brass, Nigeria, as leaving Bonny Terminal after 
escort vessel had departed. Shots fired (between 5 to 10) from 
skiffs at the accommodation area. Vessel increased speed, al-
tered course and took defensive action (VHF Ch16 alarm, acti-
vated water spray, barbed wire). Vessel managed to escape. No 
casualty reported. Vessel safe and underway to her destination. 

Reported April 29th (MDAT).

5. Anchored MV crew noticed suspicious activity on the fore-
castle at 2345 UTC in position Abidjan anchorage, Côte d’Ivoire. 
Embarked security patrol observed one robber on board who 
dropped end of mooring line in water and jumped from fore-
castle. Abidjan port control informed. Three robbers sighted on 
wooden boat, escaped with one mooring line. No crew injury 
and vessel Safe. Reported (MDAT) 30 Apr.

6. Anchored MV crew observed 2 people climbing from a fishing 
boat onto the port anchor chain at 0720 UTC in position Tema 
Anchorage, Ghana. Master activated emergency alarm and the 
person aborted attempted boarding. Security patrol sighted 
one person. VHF to Tema Port control to report the incident. 
Tema Port control advised would send security boat. Fishing 
boat w/ 4 POB moved away. MV raised anchor and proceeded 
to the south. No crew injured. Vessel SAFE. Reported May 2nd 
(MDAT).

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
The Abu Sayyaf group is in disarray over the arrests and deaths of many of its members, a military 
spokesperson said. Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay of the Western Mindanao Command said relentless military 
operations that have led to the killing of a number of senior ASG leaders and the surrender of some 
fighters. Petinglay said the planned surrender of senior Abu Sayyaf leader Radullan Sahiron may have 
led some members to defect and also surrender to the government.

Hijack 

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Late Report: While underway, three fast boats with unknown 
number of perpetrators armed with guns surrounded and tried 
to approach Philippines-flagged passenger/cargo ferry at 0754 
LT in position 07:57.5N - 121:55.96E, approx 14nm NW of Port 
Santa Maria, Siocon Zamboanga Peninsula, Philippines. The 
ship’s Captain contacted the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and 
reported that they were in distress.
After receiving the distress call from the ship, the PCG immedi-
ately coordinated with local authorities and deployed units to 
conduct maritime patrols in the area. The Philippine Navy also 
deployed units and the Philippine Air Force deployed two Huey 
helicopters. The authorities located the ship and rendered as-
sistance to her until she arrived safely at the port of Zamboanga 
City, Philippines. Reported April 18th (ReCAAP). 

Notorious Abu Sayyaf Kidnapper Dead
Philippine marines have killed an Abu Sayyaf extremist com-
mander and a notorious kidnapper who had sailed across the 
sea border into Malaysia to snatch tourists and sailors for ran-
som, the military chief said Saturday 29th.

Duterte seeks joint anti-piracy patrols
President Duterte has proposed the creation of a “multinational 
task force” to conduct naval patrols and help combat cross-bor-
der terrorism and sea piracy in Southeast Asia. Duterte intends 

to ask fellow Southeast Asian leaders to support his maritime 
security proposal during the 30th Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations summit today in Manila. 

Philippines wants joint naval exercise with China in Sulu Sea
President Duterte made the announcement on May 1st follow-
ing the recent visit of three Chinese warships to his hometown 
in Davao City in the Southern Philippines. “We can have joint 
exercises here in Mindanao, maybe in the Sulu Sea,” Duterte 
was quoted by the Philippine Star Global.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

MAST is able to provide an armed protection solution to clients 
transiting the region. Please contact us for further details. 
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Central and South America 
A new era for Panama Canal cruises kicked off over the weekend as a passenger vessel transited the 
waterway’s new, bigger locks for the first time. Disney Cruise Line’s 83,308-ton Disney Wonder passed 
through the 10-month-old locks on Saturday 29th as part of a 14-night voyage from Port Canaveral, Fla. 
to San Diego. From San Diego, the ship will head northbound to Alaska, where it will spend the summer.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. 

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are   denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Nothing serious to report. 
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MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

 • Consultancy & risk management

 • Intelligence reports

 • Real time incident alerts

 • Technical security system design and installation

 • Training services

 • Physical security

 • ISPS services 

 • Travel management

 • Counter piracy

 • Explosives ordnance management/disposal

 • Security prevention and response services 

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the crea-
tors assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. 
Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an intro-
duction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern 
or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 
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