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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

10th May 2017

Issue 75 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
A Chinese navy ship handed over three suspected pirates to Somali authorities in Puntland on Friday, 
police said, underscoring the determination of international naval forces to stamp out a resurgence 
of piracy this year. The pirates were involved in the attempted hijacking in April of the OS35, a Tuvalu-
flagged cargo ship that was rescued by the Chinese navy after the crew sent a distress call. The group’s 
leader, Aw Koombe is among the trio captured. 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. An alert issued on May 
7th for the Gulf of Oman has now been updated as normal 
pattern of life.

Declining Deterrence Gives Somali Pirates a Lifeline
Declining vigilance is giving pirates an opening to renew their 
attacks on ships travelling near Somalia, according to the latest 
report by the NGO Oceans Beyond Piracy. The OBP report says 
after several years of decreased pirate activity, ships are sailing 
closer to shore and the number of naval vessels patrolling the 
waters near Somalia has dropped.

Court records statements of Somali pirates
A sessions court in the city on Saturday 6th recorded the state-
ments of 28 Somali pirates, in a 2011 ship hijacking case. The 
Indian Navy and the Coast Guard arrested 120 Somali pirates 
and rescued several foreign nationals in four different opera-
tions in 2011.

Training for maritime law enforcement
A three-week training course on maritime law enforcement for 
countries surrounding the Gulf of Aden concluded on May 4th 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The course brought together specialists 

from 14 signatory countries to the Djibouti Code of Conduct – 
the IMO instrument helping to repress piracy and armed rob-
bery against ships in the Western Indian Ocean and the Gulf of 
Aden.

Denmark deploys Challenger jet to support maritime security
The Danish Government has decided to deploy a detachment 
consisting of a Challenger airplane to support the monitoring of 
shipping traffic in the Indian Ocean. 

Perim Island
 A MAST vessel passing Mayyum Island, also known as Perim Is-
land in the BAM recently reported sighting activity on the island 
including; vessels in ballast, heavy cranes and plant work.  
UKMTO has confirmed to MAST that the island is under the con-
trol of the Government of Yemen (not the Houthis). It is under-
stood the government has initiated construction which includes 
military equipment, the level of which appears to demonstrate 
a degree of permanence.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s Threat Assessment on the Indian Ocean Region 
(updated on May 3rd), please click here.
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Somalia
On Thursday 4th, a member of a Navy SEAL team was killed in an operation against the Somali militant 
group al Shabaab, an al Qaeda affiliate, at a location 40 miles west of Mogadishu. The servicemember 
may have been the first American to die in combat in Somalia since 1993. Reports from specialist de-
fence media suggest that two other SEALs and one interpreter were injured in the incident. Reports 
suggest that the militants were “neutralised” by US and Somali forces. 

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

Mogadishu Blast Kills 6 Including General
At least six people have been killed in a car bombing outside a 
Mogadishu restaurant, including a senior Somali military gen-
eral. Government officials have told VOA’s Somali Service that 
General Abdi Bashir Aden was among those killed in the bomb-
ing on Monday 8th.

Somali forces seize IEDs in Mogadishu sweep
Somali Police and Intelligence forces have carried out a security 
operation in the capital Mogadishu on Sunday 7th, to beef up 
security in the city. The joint forces searched several houses in 
Mogadishu’s Bondheere district, and seized large cage of weap-
ons, including explosive materials believed to be belonging Al 
Shabaab fighters.

Al Shabaab attack KDF camp
According to reports, the militants raided the camp located at 
Taabta area in Gedo region of Somalia on Sunday, May 7th. Cas-
ualty figures have yet to be released. 

Senior Al Shabaab leader killed
An Al Shabaab chief, Moalim Osman Abdi Badil, and three fight-
ers were killed in fighting in Lower Shabelle region on Friday, So-
malia’s information minister said in a statement on Sunday 7th.

Aid worker kidnappings soar
Kidnapping of aid workers and extortion at checkpoints are on 
the rise in Somalia, the United Nations said on Thursday 4th, 
hindering efforts to prevent the country slipping into renewed 
famine.

Al Shabaab Raids AU Military Base in Central Somalia
Heavily armed Al shabaab fighters attacked a military base be-
longing to Ethiopian troops serving with African Union Mission 
in Somalia (AMISOM) in Halgan town on May 4th.

Analysis
The death of a US Navy SEAL will be seen as a clear win for Al 
Shabaab, who have responded to the arrival of US ‘advisors’ 
by increasing their attacks in and around Mogadishu and the 
surrounding areas. As is the pattern, AS fighters take territory 
back as soon as AMISOM and Somali forces leave the area and 
this tug of war seems set to continue. 
Chinese forces handed three pirates captured during the OS 
35 attempted hijacking over to Puntland authorities this week. 
Aw Koombe and his colleagues (named by MAST sources as 
Goobe Yusuf and Sa’ed Ileys) will hopefully be placed on trial. 
The question of whether Chinese naval forces have used le-
thal force against pirates remains. The incident on April 15th, 
where PLA Navy rescued Alheera, saw Chinese forces “expel” 
pirates, according to Senior Colonel Yang Yujun, spokesman for 
the Ministry of National Defence. 
Threat Assessment
Pirate attacks off Somalia and suspicious approaches in the 
mouth of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait continue to be a cause for 
concern. The ongoing threat to shipping in the region has been 
made clear by the military bodies which monitor the region. A 
lack of adherence to BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintain-
ing a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to ship-
ping. BMP4 advises: “non-Somali fishing vessels should avoid 
operating or transiting within 200nm of the coast of Somalia, 
irrespective of whether or not they have been issued with li-
cense to do so”. Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain 
the same distance from the coast, particularly ensuring that 
the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are advised to update 
risk assessments and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to 
entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Control of Yemen territory (May 8th 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
Adel al-Shuja, a member of the General People’s Congress which was the party of ousted President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, accused the Houthis of selling Yemen to Iran for a cheap price. Shuja said on his 
Facebook page that the Houthis are linked to Iran as their statements scandalize them, adding that the 
slogan “death to America” is an Iranian tune.

Sea mines found off Midi
Royal Saudi Navy forces have found “a number” of mines off the 
port of Midi, reports stated on Monday 8th. The mines were 
said to have been “locally manufactured” and bore the hall-
mark of Houthi militia, according to the Navy. It is not reported 
whether the area has been completely cleared.

Arab coalition launches air strikes on Houthi sites in Taiz
Nineteen air strikes launched by Saudi-led coalition forces in 
Yemen killed at least 20 Houthi militias and rebels affiliated 
with ousted President Ali Abdullah Saleh and injured around 30 
more, regional media reported on May 8th.

Yemeni FM: We are ready to go back to peace talks
Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalik Al-Makhlafi said on Fri-
day 5th that the Yemeni government is adhering to the peace 
process and is ready to go back to the table to bring peace to 
Yemen as soon as possible.

AQAP/ISIS
• AQAP militants clashed with al Houthi-Saleh forces in the 
al Taffa area, central al Bayda. AQAP militants also detonated 
an improvised explosive device (IED) targeting al Houthi-Saleh 
forces in Hamat Sarar, western al Bayda on May 3rd.

Threat Assessment 
To date, Houthi maritime attacks have used directed weapons 
systems such as radar guided missiles and a Command Line of 
Sight remote control vessel. The discovery of additional sea 
mines off Midi port is a clear cause for concern for the mer-

chant marine.  It is unknown whether the mines are moored 
or grounded as is the method of detonation. Sea mines can be 
subject to free movement if cut or poorly secured. As issued 
in the  UKMTO Advisory Notice 001/FEB/2017, Masters should 
consider increasing vigilance, maintain the furthest possible dis-
tance from the Yemen coast, transit the Bab el-Mandeb Strait 
during daylight hours and use the western TSS wherever pos-
sible.
The sophistication of the remote controlled speed boat which 
successfully targeted a Saudi Frigate on January 30th demon-
strates a high likelihood that the Iranians are sponsoring inno-
vative Asymmetric methods to challenge the Saudi-led block-
ade operating in the Southern Red Sea. Approaches against 
merchant vessels by small, fast boats containing armed men 
indicate that the threat to shipping remains high; the motiva-
tion of these actors is not known - they may be AQAP or Houthi 
affiliates – although the incident involving the Galicia Spirit in 
2016 should be taken as a significant warning of the possible 
outcome of allowing a small craft to approach a MV unchal-
lenged. The series of recent incidents confirm that the Gulf of 
Aden remains moderate. The threatened attack on Hodeidah 
port by coalition forces is now being debated by the US admin-
istration, which could apply pressure on the Saudi coalition to 
seek a diplomatic solution. MAST recommends BMP measures 
be enforced and watches strengthened during transits in the 
region. In the Gulf of Aden, MAST’s advice is to steer clear of 
al Mukallah and remain in the IRTC, where warship protection 
is more likely. Attacks off Al Mukallah in 2016 and recent activ-
ity indicate that the risk to merchant shipping from threat ele-
ments within Yemen remains moderate.

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Curfew in effect for Aden, 2000-0600 daily.  

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Aden is the only port in Yemen currently able to facilitate container vessels.  The container terminal has recently increased it’s 
capacity. WFP note that eight vessels were discharging at berth with 5 waiting at anchorage.

Port Salif: Capacity 2 berths.  Operating at capacity.   

Port Hudaydah: 

 • Capacity 8 berths. 

 • Only 1 of 5 shore based cranes in partial operation, container vessels highly recommended to have their own internal cranes. 

 • RSNF is utilizing a holding area 60 NM west of the port of Hudaydah for all vessels attempting entry into Salif or Hudaydah. 
Inbound vessels should plan on holding within this area prior to receiving clearance from port control warships. 

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’ (North of England P&I, Jan. 12th 2017).

Port Al Mukalla: Capacity 2 berths. Al Mukalla port was liberated on the 23/24 April by the Saudi-led coalition and southern 
resistance.  Port officials have advised that port operations resumed on the 26th April.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
During the past four weeks the number of vessels expected to arrive at Al Hudaydah (HodeidaI) has 
remained constant. The end of April beginning of May saw a slight decrease in the number of vessels 
discharging. There has been a delay in the arrival of more than 50 percent of the expected vessels but 
we have been unable to establish the reason for the delay. The discovery of additional sea mines off 
Midi port underlines the risks to shipping in the region; in March, Saudi coalition forces neutralised sea 
mines off Mocha and Midi. 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Mediterranean 
Some 6,000 migrants hoping to head to Europe were rescued in the Mediterranean on Friday 6th and 
Saturday 7th in dozens of operations co-ordinated by the Italian coastguard. Some of them have already 
been taken to shore in Italy while others, including 730 on board a ship operated by Doctors Without 
Borders, were on their way. The Libyan coastguard told AFP it had picked up around 170 migrants off 
Tripoli on Saturday, but had failed to rescue others “due to a lack of means”.

Italy opens investigation into migrant murder
Italian authorities opened an investigation on Sunday 7th into 
the murder of an African migrant allegedly shot by a people 
smuggler because the migrant refused to give up his baseball 
cap, police said. The body of the 21-year-old man was unload-
ed in the Sicilian port of Catania on Saturday from rescue ship 
Phoenix, operated by the Malta-based Migrant Offshore Aid 
Station (MOAS).

Hundreds of migrants feared dead in two shipwrecks
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) told Xinhua on Monday 8th 
that around 245 migrants are feared to have lost their lives in 
two separate shipwrecks that took place in the Mediterranean 
Sea over the weekend.

113 migrants missing after boat sinks off Libya
At least 113 people are missing after a boat carrying migrants 
sank off the coast of Libya, the Italian ANSA news agency said 
on Monday 8th, citing the International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM).

NGOs say migrant rescues transparent
Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating to save mi-
grants off Libya said on Thursday 5th they were transparent 
and could prove they had no links to human traffickers. MOAS, 
which has saved over 35,000 migrants in the Mediterranean 
since 2015, told the parliamentary Schengen committee in 
Rome that “we perform search and rescue operations at sea 
under the coordination of the Maritime Rescue Coordination 
Centre (MRCC) of the Italian Coast Guard, in full compliance 
with the laws and obligations of the sea and in cooperation 
with Italian authorities.”

The current migrant smuggling situation
MAST sources continue to suggest that Sabratha remains a popu-
lar migrant departure point, although clashes with fuel smuggling 
gangs remain an issue for human traffickers operating in the re-
gion.   
The sudden increase in migrant numbers seen at the end of last 
week once again put stress on rescuers. Libya’s Coast Guard, 
blaming available assets, would appear to have been unable to 
rescue over 100 migrants in their waters, which is certain to frus-
trate both NGOs and EUNAVFOR Med. Libya has requested naval 
vessels and helicopters from the EU. MAST expects further politi-
cal ramifications from this incident over the coming days. 
While migrant numbers still remain down on 2016 in general, 
these sudden spikes in migrant numbers place additional strain 
on both NGO and EU rescue teams who will shortly be supported 
by a Danish maritime patrol aircraft.

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (May 9th 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC
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Libya
Libya’s neighbours and the United Nations on Monday 8th voiced their support for a meeting held last 
week between the North African country’s main rival figures, the head of the UN-backed government, 
Fayez Seraj, and eastern commander Khalifa Haftar. The two men had held talks in Abu Dhabi, their first 
in more than a year and a half, over a UN-mediated deal that Western powers hope will end the factional 
fighting that has dominated Libya since the 2011 fall of Muammar Gaddafi.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Italian police seize 37 tons of drugs designed for ISIS in Libya
Police in the northern Italian city of Genoa have intercepted a 
huge drug shipment bound for Libya. Tons of psychotropic med-
ications, destined for Islamic State (IS, former ISIS/ISIL), were 
seized in cooperation with the Italian customs office. The ship-
ment contained 37.5 tons of tramadol – a synthetic opioid used 
in treating pain and also actively used across the Middle East as 
a narcotic substance. The haul also included Captagon, known 
as the “fighter drug” – an amphetamine-containing substance 
used by jihadists in several Middle Eastern war zones to en-
hance battle performance, the Italian La Repubblica newspaper 
reported, citing investigators.

Egypt air force destroys vehicles crossing from Libya
The Egyptian military has flown multiple raids and destroyed 
15 4X4 vehicles crossing from Libya, deploying fighter jets and 
helicopter gunships in an operation that spanned 48 hours. The 
military didn’t say who was driving the vehicles or give details of 
any casualties, news agencies reported.

Analysis
News that Haftar’s House of Representatives (HoR) and the 
UN-backed GNA governments have finally met and agreed a 
tentative framework for peace negotiations has been widely 
welcomed. Potential presidential elections were also apparent-
ly discussed, giving Field Marshal Haftar a glimmer of hope of 
greater political power in the country. While the US has kept its 
distance politically, Russia has continued to support both sides 
in the conflict but would appear to have kept its distance from 
the recent negotiations between both sides. 
Haftar’s control of the Oil Crescent and which government re-
ceives the revenue remains an issue for the HoR, particularly as 

more fields come on stream (the Waha field is now back up to 
75,000bpd following damage to pipelines). This will no doubt 
form a major part of any negotiation process. The GNA’s recent 
efforts to clamp down on fuel smuggling have resulted in two 
tankers being seized this month, sending a clear warning to 
gangs engaged in illegal oil activities. 

Ports currently operational in Libya are: Mellitah, Zawiyah, Trip-
oli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El Hariga. 
Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
With the GNA’s intention to pursue smuggling activities clear, 
questions must be asked as to whether the Libyan Coast Guard 
is being asked to take on too much. The incident in Libya’s TTW 
on Saturday 6th, where Libyan Coast Guard elements were un-
able to rescue migrants due to a “lack of means” is a clear con-
cern. Whether this will help Libya secure air and naval assets 
from the EU remains to be seen. However, as both rival gov-
ernments begin to embrace the peace process, the likelihood 
of those assets being used for military purposes are somewhat 
reduced. 
The potential for vessel seizure in Libyan waters remains high, 
and Masters are advised to ensure the correct paperwork and 
permissions to enter Libya’s TTW or face the consequences. 

MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (May 9th 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
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Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian Federal Government has approved $186 million as part of efforts to combat piracy in Ni-
gerian waters. This is even as the government has also budgeted N100m for the dredging of the River 
Niger. Speaking in Lagos, on Thursday 5th, during a one-day national conference on fast-tracking port 
reforms. Part of the money will be allocated for the purchase of patrol aircraft and helicopters, Nigerian 
media reported. 

Incidents: 
1. Crew on board anchored MV observed a suspicious unlit boat 
approaching from the stern with 7 POB at 0030 UTC in posi-
tion 05:10.52N – 004:04.44W, Abidjan anchorage, Côte d’Ivoire. 
Boat came alongside the port quarter. The crew were alerted 
and the alarm sounded, hoses activated on the ship sides. Boat 
cast-off and circled MV closely before moving away. Abidjan 
port control informed on VHF Ch12. Reported May 6th (MDAT). 

President Buhari increases amnesty budget
Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari has approved an ad-
ditional $111 million for an amnesty program for militants re-
sponsible for an uprising in the oil-rich Niger Delta region, the 
presidency said in a statement Sunday 7th. The additional funds 
will be used to fund “monthly amnesty stipends, as well as re-
integration activities, and training and employment schemes,”.

Soldiers killed in new clash in Niger Delta region
At least six Nigerian soldiers have been killed in new military 
campaign against militants in the country’s restive Niger Delta 
oil hub. Security forces moved on Sunday 7th into the Ajakpa 
community in Ondo state, to hunt down militants involved in oil 
theft and kidnapping. 

Militants invade Nigerian marine police base, kill one
Suspected militants who have held Ogun riverine communities 
hostage for months have attacked the marine police base in 
Iwopin community in Ogun Waterside local government area, 
killing one policeman. The victims was identified as Sergean Se-
gun Akinola. The heavily armed militants stormed the base on 
the night of Thursday 4th, and shot two other policemen, wit-
nesses say. The attackers left with a police gun boat. Masters 
transiting the region should check all patrol boat call signs if in 
doubt and contact naval vessels if they believe the stolen vessel 
has been sighted. 

West Africa loses over $2 billion to illegal fishing – Greenpeace
Greenpeace says poor government communication and coordi-
nation is hurting West Africa’s ability to combat illegal fishing, 
losing it billions of dollars each year in the process and threat-
ening food security in the region, the environmental group says. 
Please click here to access their new report. MAST can assist 
with fisheries protection, please contact us for details.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
On May 5th the Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom) announced that a total of 40 Abu Sayyaf 
Group (ASG) members have surrendered to the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) since January 
2017. Lt. General Carlito Galvez told the media that most of the surrendered rebels also turned over 
their firearms to the military, including M16s and Garand rifles. Most of those surrendered were from 
Basilan and Sulu.

Hijack 

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Three robbers boarded an anchored Singapore-flagged bulk 
carrier and entered into the engine room at 1800 UTC in po-
sition 05:57.5S – 106:55.6E, Tanjung Priok Anchorage, Jakarta, 
Indonesia. They stole ship’s engine spares and escaped. Duty 
AB noticed the robbers escaping in an unlit boat and raised the 
alarm. Port Control informed. Reported May 2nd (IMB).  

2. Second Engineer onboard underway crude oil tanker no-
ticed five robbers in the engine room at 1706 UTC in position 
01:16.6N – 103:17.6E, around 7.8nm SSW of Pulau Kukup, Jo-
hor, Malaysia. Alarm raised. Seeing alerted crew, the robbers 
escaped. All crew safe. Reported May 3rd (IMB).

4 troops killed in clashes with Abu Sayyaf
Four soldiers and four Abu Sayyaf members were killed in 
clashes in the troubled southern Philippines province of Basi-
lan late Saturday 6th. Capt. Jo-Ann Petinglay, spokeswoman for 
the Western Mindanao Command, confirmed the death of four 
troops in two related encounters against the Daesh-linked mili-
tants.

Duterte losing hope for Mindanao peace
President Rodrigo Duterte admitted he was losing hope in 
bringing peace to restive Mindanao, citing the seemingly una-
bated squabbles between the major Moro rebel forces. “I am 

talking to the MILF (Moro Islamic Liberation Front) and the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) but apparently they are 
squabbling over (territories),” Duterte told members of the po-
lice force of the Autonomous Region in Mindanao (ARMM) on 
Friday 5th.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

MAST is able to provide an armed protection solution to clients 
transiting the region. Please contact us for further details. 
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Central and South America 
The Nicaragua Interoceanic Canal project is either paralysed, or nonexistent. In June 2013, the Nica-
raguan National Assembly passed Law 840, which authorized President of Nicaragua Daniel Ortega to 
transfer the responsibility of the project to Wang Jing, a little-known Chinese businessman. Since then, 
the country has been waiting for the project’s completion and a chance to compete with the Panama 
Canal. Four years after that agreement, no concrete action has been taken to begin the project. There is 
no Chinese investment, no new jobs, construction, no camp or land set aside.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. 

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are   denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing serious to report. 
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MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

 • Consultancy & risk management

 • Intelligence reports

 • Real time incident alerts

 • Technical security system design and installation

 • Training services

 • Physical security

 • ISPS services 

 • Travel management

 • Counter piracy

 • Explosives ordnance management/disposal

 • Security prevention and response services 

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the crea-
tors assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. 
Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an intro-
duction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern 
or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 
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