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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

5th April 2017

Issue 70 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  
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Issue 70

Contents:
Indian Ocean region

Somalia

Yemen

Yemen Ports

Mediterranean

Libya

Gulf of Guinea

South East Asia

Central & South America

Severe Weather Warnings

Mast Services

Page
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://www.facebook.com/Maritime-Asset-Security-and-Training-Ltd-MAST-362993160565911/timeline/
http://www.mast-security.com/blog/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2987168?trk=tyah
https://twitter.com/MAST_Security
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.mast-security.com/en/intelligence1/risk-map/


 2

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
Indian media report that the cargo ship Al Kaushar, en route to Al Mukalla port in Yemen (UKMTO state 
Bosaso as the destination) from Dubai was hijacked on April 1st. She carries 11 Indian crew. The Master 
reported that a skiff had approached the vessel, asking for water. The Al Kaushar’s owners are currently 
trying to contact the pirates to negotiate its release. 

Incidents:
1.  April 1st, 2017. HIJACK: UKMTO reports that the Sambuk 
Cargo dhow Al Kaushar was hijacked off Somalia in the vicinity 
of Socotra. The vessel was en route from Dubai to Bosaso with 
11 Indian crew on board. No time or positional details available 
at this time.
2. April 3rd, 2017: MV reported being approached at 0530 UTC 
in position 13:01N-043:03E by 6 light blue coloured skiffs with 5 
POB in each skiff. Ladders and hooks were sighted. Vessel raised 
the alarm and armed guards took up position on bridge wings. 
After 2-3 minutes the suspicious skiffs left. MV is safe.

Saudi forces destroy ‘boat bombs’
Several Houthi-Saleh ‘explosive boats’ were destroyed by Saudi 
coalition forces near Hodeidah port on April 1st. The boats 
were blown up before they could reach their targets, according 
to media reports.

EUNAVFOR Deploys Surveillance Drones
The Spanish Navy vessel ESPS Galicia has deployed a Boeing 
ScanEagle remotely piloted aircraft to provide long-endurance 
aerial surveillance during coastal patrols. The ScanEagle can be 
launched and recovered from a small footprint, and can operate 

for up to 18 hours.
Operation Ocean Shield: mission success?
Three months into 2017, three hijacking incidents have been 
reported near the coast of Somalia. Described as one of the al-
liance’s most successful operations ever, Ocean Shield has been 
widely credited with playing a pivotal role in restoring safe pas-
sage for vessels in the Indian Ocean. But with NATO bowing out, 
it appears that a resurgence of piracy in the region is inevitable. 
To read the full article please click here.

Iran urges U.S. naval forces to leave Persian Gulf
Iran’s defence minister called on U.S. naval forces to leave the 
Persian Gulf, Tasnim news agency reported on March 30th.
“What is the business of the Americans in the Persian Gulf? 
They are better to leave this region and do not cause problems 
for the regional states,” Hossein Dehqan said.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Indian Ocean 
Region, please click here.

Hijack

Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 
Theft 
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Somalia
President Trump has relaxed some of the rules for preventing civilian casualties when the American mili-
tary carries out counterterrorism strikes in Somalia, laying the groundwork for an escalating campaign 
against Islamist militants in the Horn of Africa. The decision, according to officials familiar with internal 
deliberations, gives commanders at the United States Africa Command greater latitude to carry out of-
fensive air strikes and raids by ground troops against militants with the al Qaeda-linked Islamist group Al 
Shabaab, according to the New York Times.

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

Al Shabaab takes town after Ethiopian troops leave
Somalia’s Al Shabaab Islamist group has taken control of El Bur, 
a town in the semi-autonomous region of Galmudug, after Ethi-
opian forces left, a government official said on April 4th.

3,000 people a day fleeing Somalia
More than 3,000 people a day are fleeing their homes in search 
of food and water due to Somalia’s worst drought in 20 years, 
the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) said, warning of impend-
ing famine with children already dying of malnutrition.

Cholera spreads in famine-threatened Somalia
Somalia has recorded more than 18,000 cases of cholera so far 
this year, up from around 15,000 in all of 2016 and 5,000 in a 
normal year, Johan Heffinck, the Somalia head of EU Humani-
tarian Aid, said on March 30th.

Somali PM Vows to Root Out Corruption
Somalia’s new prime minister, Hassan Ali-Khaire, said he is mo-
bilizing his government to tackle corruption and vowed to make 

the fight against misconduct a non-negotiable principle in his 
administration.

Al Shabaab executes Kenyan fighters as suspected spies
On March 27th, 26-year-old Ahmed Yusuf Hassan and Ahmed 
Nur Abdi Osoble, 20, were executed by an Al Shabaab firing 
squad in Buq Aqable in Hiraan region as hundreds of locals 
watched. The two had been accused of collaborating with the 
Somali government and AIMSOM.

Al Shabaab
• AS militants ambushed an AMISOM convoy with an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) along the road between Awdhee-
gle and Shalanbod, located 30 miles west of Afgoi on April 1st. 
The attack killed four AMISOM soldiers.
• AS ambushed another AMISOM convoy with an IED in the 
KM-50 area, located 15 miles southwest of Afgoi on April 1st.
• Al Shabaab militants fired mortar shells at Villa Somalia, the 
presidential palace in Mogadishu, on March 30th.

Analysis 
The proposed increase in military operations by the US will 
likely see a swift response from AS, who continue to target 
AMISOM and Somali National Army forces with ambushes and 
Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED) in the cap-
ital and outlying areas. 
AS has proven they can still strike in the heart of the country, 
and it is unlikely that US air strikes will do much to curtail this. 
The three reported hijackings off Puntland have reaffirmed the 
ongoing threat to shipping in the region. These incidents have 
inspired other pirate groups to go back out to sea. Illegal fish-
ing remains an issue and will continue to be cited by pirates as 
a motive for their attacks. 
Threat Assessment
Three hijackings within a relatively short time span under-
line the significant threat posed to shipping by pirate groups, 
particularly off the coast of Puntland and Gulf of Aden. A lack 
of adherence to BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintaining 
a safe distance off the coast, has increased risks to shipping.  
BMP 4 advises: “non-Somali fishing vessels should avoid oper-
ating or transiting  within 200nm of the coast of Somalia, irre-
spective of whether or not they have been issued with license 
to do so”. Merchant vessels would be wise to maintain the 
same distance from the coast if possible, particularly ensuring 
that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken.
All vessels are advised to update risk assessments and register 
with UKMTO/MSCHOA prior to entering the Indian Ocean High 
Risk Area. 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Control of Yemen territory (3rd April 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
Islamic State/Daesh media published images showing the aftermath of a firefight between their forces 
and Houthi rebels in Yemen’s Al-Bayda province on Monday 3rd. The raid took place near Qifah, south-
east of Sanaa. The terror group’s fighters killed a number of Houthis, capturing weapons in the process. 
Daesh has a training camp in the Bayda region of the country and has launched several attacks in the 
province.

US warns Iran over Houthi support, says militias threatening 
Red Sea
General Joseph Votel told the House Armed Services Commit-
tee on Wednesday 29th that the US does not want Yemen to 
be used as a sanctuary for attacks against the US and expressed 
concern over Houthi maritime activity which threatens global 
trade transiting the Bab el-Mandeb Strait.

Houthi rebels release detained NGO staff
Five staff members of the International Medical Corps and two 
contracted drivers were safely released on Sunday April 2nd, 
the aid organisation said, a day after announcing their deten-
tion by Yemen’s Houthi rebels.

AQAP/ISIS
• AQAP militants are running the Republic Hospital, police sta-
tions, and other public institutions in Taiz city, according to a 
report from Middle East Eye.
• ISIS and AQAP militants participated in the fight against al 
Houthi-Saleh forces in al Bayda governorate on April 1st.

Threat Assessment 
To date, Houthi maritime attacks have used directed weapons 
systems such as radar guided missiles and a Command Minus 
Sight remote control vessel. Sea mines present an indiscrimi-
nate threat, as a Yemen Coast Guard vessel discovered on 
March 10th when it struck one, killing two crew.  It is unknown 
whether the mine was moored or grounded as is the method 
of detonation. Sea mines can be subject to free movement if 
cut or poorly secured. As issued in the  UKMTO Advisory Notice 

001/FEB/2017, Masters should consider increasing vigilance, 
maintain the furthest possible distance from the Yemen coast, 
transit the Bab el-Mandeb Strait during daylight hours and use 
the western TSS wherever possible.

The sophistication of the remote controlled speed boat which 
successfully targeted a Saudi Frigate on January 30th demon-
strates a high likelihood that the Iranians are sponsoring innova-
tive Asymmetric methods to challenge the Saudi-led blockade 
operating in the Southern Red Sea. 

Approaches against merchant vessels by small, fast boats con-
taining armed men indicate that the threat to shipping remains 
high; the motivation of these actors is not known - they may 
be AQAP or Houthi affiliates – although the incident involving 
the Galicia Spirit should be taken as a significant warning of the 
possible outcome of allowing a small craft to approach a MV un-
challenged. The incident on March 13th (please see our Indian 
Ocean Region section) confirms that the Gulf of Aden remains 
high risk.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. In the Gulf of Aden, 
MAST’s advice is to steer clear of al Mukallah and remain in 
the IRTC, where warship protection is more likely. Attacks off 
Al Mukallah in 2016 and recent activity indicate that the risk to 
merchant shipping from threat elements within Yemen remains 
high.

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Curfew in effect for Aden, 2000-0600 daily.  

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Aden is the only port in Yemen currently able to facilitate container vessels.  The container terminal has recently increased it’s 
capacity. WFP note that eight vessels were discharging at berth with 5 waiting at anchorage.

Port Salif: Capacity 2 berths.  Operating at capacity.   

Port Hudaydah: 

 • Capacity 8 berths. 

 • Only 1 of 5 shore based cranes in partial operation, container vessels highly recommended to have their own internal cranes. 

 • RSNF is utilizing a holding area 60 NM west of the port of Hudaydah for all vessels attempting entry into Salif or Hudaydah. 
Inbound vessels should plan on holding within this area prior to receiving clearance from port control warships. 

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’ (North of England P&I, Jan. 12th 2017).

Port Al Mukalla: Capacity 2 berths. Al Mukalla port was liberated on the 23/24 April by the Saudi-led coalition and southern 
resistance.  Port officials have advised that port operations resumed on the 26th April.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
On Saturday April 1st, Saudi coalition naval forces destroyed several ‘boat bombs’ prepared by Houthi 
forces in the vicinity of Hodeidah Port. According to reports, the boats were destroyed before they could 
reach their targets. There is growing concern that Houthi forces are attempting to disrupt merchant traf-
fic in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait as well as target military vessels currently off Hodeidah. 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Mediterranean 
IOM reports that 27,850 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2017 up to March 29th, with 
over 80 percent arriving in Italy and the rest in Spain and Greece. This compares with 165,697 through 
the first 89 days of 2016.

Italy brokers deal with Libyan tribes to curb migrants
Italy’s interior ministry said on Sunday 2nd that 60 tribal lead-
ers – notably the Tuareg of the southwest, the Toubou of the 
southeast, and the Arab tribe of Awlad Suleiman – had reached 
the 12-point deal after 72 hours of secret talks in Rome.

1 million African migrants may be en route to Europe
As many as one million migrants are already on the way to Lib-
ya and Europe from countries across Africa, the former head 
of the British embassy in Benghazi has warned.
The warning by Joe Walker-Cousins, head of the UK’s Libya 
mission between 2012 and 2014 comes as European govern-
ments struggle to find a response to the flow of migrants from 
the Mediterranean.

Spanish ships rescue 200 migrants off Libya
A Spanish humanitarian aid agency’s ship rescued over 200 il-
legal immigrants off the Libyan coast on April 1st. The crew 
members of the ship from the Spanish Proactiva Open Arms 
said that two migrant-crowded boats were rescued 22 miles 
off Sabratha coast in western Libya.

Libya says EU naval operation encourages migrants
Libyan Foreign Minister Mohamad Taher Siala urged the EU 
to rethink its naval operation in the Mediterranean on March 
31st, saying it comes with the side effect of encouraging mi-
grants to attempt the perilous crossing to Europe.

The current migrant smuggling situation
MAST sources continue to suggest that Sabratha remains a popu-
lar migrant departure point, although clashes with fuel smuggling 
gangs remain an issue for human traffickers operating in the re-
gion.   
While March 2016 saw three times as many migrants cross the 
Mediterranean compared with 2017, news that up to a million 
African migrants are believed to be “in the pipeline” from central 
Africa and the Horn of Africa has prompted the EU to try to speed 
up migrant processing in Italy, where most migrants land.
The number of Nigerians reaching Italy via Libya has risen from 
9,000 in 2014 to 37,550 in 2016 and this figure is expected to 
increase significantly in 2017. Efforts by the EU are now focussed 
on ensuring African nations take back citizens who are refused 
entry to Europe. 

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (April 4th 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC
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Libya
A power struggle for control of Libya’s oil is threatening to deepen splits in the country and undermine 
the fragile authority of the UN-backed Libyan Government of National Accord, the GNA.
The battle has forced the politically neutral chairman of the Libyan National Oil Corporation (NOC), 
Mustafa Sanalla, to warn the GNA that it has overstepped its authority both by closing the oil ministry 
and by trying to take over some of the NOC’s role.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Russia offers Serraj “assistance” to rebuild Libya 
Russia’s deputy foreign minister Mikhail Bogdanov has told 
Presidency Council head Faiez Serraj that Russia is willing to pro-
vide help to Libya to deal with the political crisis in the country. 
However, the nature of the help has not been publicly disclosed.

Analysis
Following the successful operation to retake the terminals at 
Ras Lanuf and Es Sider, it remains to be seen whether Haftar 
will return day to day control to Libya’s National Oil Company 
(NOC) or retain his own personnel. Negotiations are currently 
ongoing and there is no doubt that a return to the status quo 
deal is a priority for the Government of National Accord (GNA) 
backed by the UN. However, infighting between the West and 
East elements of the NOC continue; the head of a Benghazi NOC 
office appointed by the East’s House of Representatives (HoR) 
said he was pulling out of a NOC unification deal, but an LNA 
spokesman said there would be no immediate decision made 
on a handover deal. 
The ongoing relationship between the HoR and Russia will be 
of great concern to both the EU and US, who have backed the 
Government of National Accord, which Haftar and the HoR do 
not recognise. The political olive branch presented by Russia to 
the GNA will cause further concern in the West at Russian influ-
ence in the country. 
The US is now taking Field Marshal Haftar’s Russian ties seri-
ously, and will retain a force in Libya, primarily to coordinate 
the fight against Daesh/ISIS, but with a secondary mission to 
observe any Russian encroachment in the region.

Ports currently operational in Libya are: Mellitah, Zawiyah, Trip-
oli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El Hariga. 

Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
The suggestion by NOC officials that illegal oil sales may be tak-
ing place could be a precursor to further vessel seizures by ri-
val militias and should not be ignored by vessels routed to the 
area. LNA militias have shown no hesitation in taking control of 
vessels they believe are in their waters illegally, as the seizure 
of two vessels off Libya illustrates. The militia operating under 
the guise of the LNA remain a threat to vessels entering Libyan 
waters without the correct paperwork. Vessels entering Libyan 
TTW’s are advised to ensure that they have the correct permis-
sions from the relevant authorities before entering.
The GNA has kept its counsel over both Haftar’s retaking of Ras 
Lanuf and Es Sider, as well as the LNA’s vessel seizures. While 
the EU and other nations have concentrated on Haftar and his 
Russian connections, the GNA has not publicly been drawn into 
commenting on potential Russian involvement in the country, 
despite calls from Russia at the beginning of March for “inclu-
sive national dialogue”. 
Both the UK and French ambassadors to Libya have now held 
meetings with Haftar, suggesting that the West is beginning to 
rethink its approach to the country, which could see support 
for the GNA wane in the EU as Haftar’s powerbase continues 
to build. News that Sharara oil field re-opened on April 3rd, 
with the NOC lifting force majeure, has seen Libyan oil output 
increase again.
MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (April 4th 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
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Gulf of Guinea
The group managing director of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Maikanti Baru, 
has thrown some light on the modular refineries the Federal Government is planning for the Niger Delta.
He said the government would organise the youth now engaged in illegal refining of crude into consor-
tia. Each consortium will refine 1000 barrels of crude daily. How oil companies in the region feel about 
what would appear to be legalised theft, was not reported. 

Incidents: 
1. Underway tanker came under attack at 1250 UTC in position 
04:08N - 004:40E, Bunga Terminal, around 64nm SW of Bayelsa, 
Nigeria. Armed pirates in a boat chased and fired upon the ves-
sel Embarked armed naval security team returned fire resulting 
in the pirates aborting the attack and moving away. All crew 
safe. Tanker continued her voyage to her next port. Reported 
March 29th (IMB).
2. Malta-flagged bulk carrier boarded approx 0730 LT in posi-
tion 04:01N - 006:48E, around 31nm SSW of Bonny Island, Ni-
geria. Small boat with four POB approached the vessel as it ap-
proached the pilot boarding station. Six crew members were 
kidnapped and the perpetrators escaped. Originally reported 
March 30th (MDAT/IMB).

The amnesty albatross
The Amnesty Programme, initiated in 2009 to provide training 
and stipends to former militants in order to halt persistent at-
tacks on oil and gas facilities in the Niger Delta region, may soon 
be on the rocks, as the programme is battling with shortage of 
funds. The concern is that as the programme fails, militants will 
return their attentions to the region’s infrastructure and mount 
attacks similar to those seen in 2016, which had a huge impact 

on the country’s economy. 

Roadmap to end militancy in Niger Delta 
The roadmap designed by the Federal Government to facilitate 
the implementation of processes that will end militancy in the 
Niger Delta region and entrenching peace and economic de-
velopment will be unveiled in three weeks’ time, government 
sources reported on March 30th.
 
Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon, said to be the head of Islamic State (ISIS) in the Philippines, may have 
been killed in an air raid two months ago, President Duterte told the media on April 3rd. Duterte said 
nothing has been heard from Hapilon since military forces bombed the militant leader’s house in Mind-
anao. Duterte stressed that his government would not allow terrorism and illegal drugs to flourish in the 
country. The US has offered a $5 million reward for Hapilon’s capture.

Hijack 

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Duty AB on routine rounds onboard the anchored Hong Kong, 
China-flagged bulk carrier noticed the forecastle store door lock 
was broken at 1200 UTC in position 03:43.08S - 114:25.08E, Tab-
oneo Anchorage, Banjarmasin, Indonesia. Further checks made 
on the forecastle indicated that the hawse pipe cover securing 
arrangements were cut through. The AB immediately informed 
the bridge and alarm raised. Crew mustered and went to the 
forecastle and found ship’s stores were stolen. Port Control in-
formed. Reported March 26th (IMB).

2. Duty crew onboard an anchored tanker noticed a robber on 
the forecastle as he approached during routine rounds at 1730 
UTC in position 13:43.7N – 121:02.20E, Batangas Anchorage, 
Philippines. The robber threatened the crew with a knife, re-
sulting in the duty crew raising the alarm and retreating. Seeing 
the crew alertness, the robber escape in a boat. On conducting 
a thorough security check, found ship properties missing. Inci-
dent reported to the Philippines Coast Guard and Port Author-
ity. Reported March 26th (IMB).

10 killed, 32 injured in Sulu clash
The military and the Abu Sayyaf Group clashed in Barangay 
Laus, Talipao, Sulu on Sunday 2nd. The Abu Sayyaf Group was 

led by ASG leader Radullan Sahiron, subleader Hadjan Sawad-
jaan, who is said to have connections with the Islamic State 
(ISIS), and Almujer Yadah. Ten ASG members were killed while 
32  soldiers were wounded in the attack that lasted for over an 
hour.

MMEA ready to recruit three Abu Sayyaf kidnap victims
The Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) is inter-
ested to recruit the three men who were abducted from a tug-
boat, Serudong Tiga in July 2016. MMEA director-general Admi-
ral Datuk Seri Ahmad Puzi Ab Kahar said their recruitment could 
be carried out through the Public Service Commission (PSC) 
or as members of the Malaysian Maritime Volunteer Reserve 
(PSSMM) via through conscription.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Central and South America 
The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter James’ crew offloaded approximately 16 tons of cocaine on Tuesday March 
28th in Port Everglades. The cocaine, worth an estimated $420 million wholesale, was seized in interna-
tional waters off the Eastern Pacific Ocean. The drugs were interdicted along Central and South America 
by Coast Guard and Canadian ships sailing with an embarked Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment 
(LEDET) team during a 26-day period.

Incidents: Nothing significant to report. 

S Korean cargo ship Stellar Daisy vanishes in South Atlantic
A huge South Korean cargo ship which had 24 people on board 
has gone missing in the South Atlantic. Two Filipino sailors 
found on a life raft were rescued, AFP reported, citing a Uru-
guayan navy spokesman. On Friday 31st, a crew member sent 
a text saying the 312m-long (1024ft) Stellar Daisy freighter was 
taking on water. The Uruguayan navy alerted merchant ships in 
the area, which began a search. A navy spokesman said they 
had reported a strong smell of fuel. 

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 

 • Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are   denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 

 • Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Theft 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/


 11

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Nothing serious to report. 

http://severe.worldweather.wmo.int/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
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MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

 • Consultancy & risk management

 • Intelligence reports

 • Real time incident alerts

 • Technical security system design and installation

 • Training services

 • Physical security

 • ISPS services 

 • Travel management

 • Counter piracy

 • Explosives ordnance management/disposal

 • Security prevention and response services 

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the crea-
tors assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. 
Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an intro-
duction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern 
or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 
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